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From the Desk of the General Secretary

Dear Members and Well-wishers,

Slowly we are entering into our academic activities in normal mode, in addition to the
virtual mode, as far as practicable. In some cases we are combining both these modes for
convenience of the members who cannot afford to attend this programme physically due
to various personal reasons.

We had organized our Annual General Meeting on 04.01.2021 where the names of the
new Council members were officially announced by members of the Election Committee
which was responsible to conduct the election of the Office-bearers and Members of the
Council for the year 2020-22.This year we could not organize the Award Giving
Ceremony for obvious reason. Arrangements are being made to hand over the
awards to the respective awardees through postal/courier services. But we have
been able to organize a number of awarded lectures through virtual mode.

The 238th Foundation Day was observed in normal mode where Shri
Jagdeep Dhankhar, the Hon'ble Governor of West Bengal and patron of the
Asiatic Society was present as the Chief Guest. Smt. Sudesh Dhankhar, the First
Lady, also accompanied the Hon'ble Governor in this function. The Founda-
tion Day Oration was delivered by Professor Partha P. Majumder, National
Science Chair, Government of India, Founding Director, National Institute of
Biomedical Genomics, Kalyani, Emeritus Professor, Indian Statistical Institute
and President, Indian Academy of Sciences and he spoke on “Genes as a
Guide to Human History and Culture”. Dr. Swapan Kumar Dasgupta, Hon'ble
Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha) released the book entitled Saraswati :
The River Par Excellence and spoke briefly on the occasion. Professor Swapan
Kumar Pramanick, President of the new Council, presided over the function
and delivered the Presidential Address.

Hon’ble Governor, Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar in his speech profusely appreciated the
lecture delivered by Professor Majumder. He also brought into relief the observations of
Professor Dasgupta as well as Professor Pramanick regarding the importance of the aca-
demic activities of this premier institution highlighting a few directions towards the future
programme of the Society.

The Society also decided to observe 125th year of birth celebration of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose as was done on earlier occasions in case of the observances of bicentenary
of Pandit Iswarchandra Vidyasagar as well as sesquicentenary of Mahatma Gandhi which
culminated into a number of important publications. Regarding observance of 125th year of
birth anniversary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose the Society began with a lecture delivered
by Shri Girish Chandra Maity on 23 January 2021 followed immediately by another discourse
on Mahatma Gandhi and Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose : Their Mutual Discourse. Professor Amal
Kumar Mukhopadhyay, distinguished Political Scientist and Principal of Presidency College
delivered the main lecture and an exhibition was put up in this connection. This programme
held in our Salt Lake Complex building on 30 January 2021 at 4 p.m. In the meanwhile two
endowment lectures have been organzied in virtual mode. Professor Nirmala Banerjee,
former Professor of Economics, Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Kolkata, delivered the
Abha Maiti Memorial Lecture and the topic of her lecture is 'Why is Understanding Gender
Important for us To-day?' and Professor Asim Kumar Dasgupta, Eminent Economist, delivered
Professor Satyendranath Sen Memorial Lecture and his topic is 'An alteration path to resolve
the current problems of economic slowdown and corona pandemic situation in the country
Please take care and be safe.

/&« e
},Brﬁm/krabarti)
General Secretary
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Monthly Meeting

AN ORDINARY MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING OF THE ASIATIC
SOCIETY WILL BE HELD ON 1st FEBRUARY, MONDAY, 2021 AT 5 P.M.
IN THE VIDYASAGAR HALL OF THE SOCIETY

MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO BE PRESENT

Apgenda

1. Confirmation of the Minutes of the last Ordinary Monthly General Meeting held
on 4th January, 2021.

2. Exhibition of presents made to the Society in January, 2021.

3. Notice of Intended Motion, if any, under Regulation 49(d).

4. Matters of current business and routine matters for disposal under Regulation
49(f).

5. The following paper will be read;
"Impact of Economic Environment and Culture on Empowerment of Women in
Self Help Group Activities: A Study of Selected States in North-Eastern India" by
Professor Sharmistha Banerjee and Professor Arijita Dutta.

Ao

rabarti)
The Asiatic Society General Secretary
1, Park Street
Kolkata 700016

Dated the 22nd day of January 2021
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Paper to be Read

Impact of Economic Environment and Culture
on Empowerment of Women in Self Help Group
Activities: A Study of Selected States in North-
Eastern India

Sharmistha Banerjee and Arijita Dutta, University of Calcutta

Women's
e m -

powerment is
defined as
the capac-
ity to exercise
agency and
make sus-
tainable life
choices and
pursue them
building self-
confidence in a
context, where wom-
en's ability to set their
own goals and follow them
is constricted by an inegalitarian
gender system. Economic, social and

political empowerment determine the extent and permeability of women’s position intra-household
and in their communities.

Economists argue that being financially independent makes women easily empowered and in-
creases her bargaining power within the household. Some studies opine, social impact of micro credit
onwomen'’s empowerment is reflected in decision-making, awareness and political and social inclusion
(Bali Swain and Wallentin, 2012; Malhotra and Schuler, 2005; Pitt and Khandker, 1998; Pitt, Khandker,
and Cartwright, 2006; Armendariz and Morduch, 2010. A few studies find no impact (Banerjee et al,,
2013) or a negative impact of microcredit on women’s decision making power, especially where loans
are controlled by the husbands and where women depend on them for repayments (Garikipati, 2008;
Goetz and Gupta, 1996; Rahman, 1999).

In India, the introduction of microcredit opportunities through membership of Self Help Groups
(SHGs) in the SHG bank linkage programme (SHG-BLP) is expected to influence economic empowerment
of women across the states. The SHG-BLP links the SHG of 10 to 20 members (predominantly women), to
a bank for savings and/or credit and enables their pathway to increased livelihood opportunities. It is a
tool for holisticempowerment of poor and not just a provider of credit or a conduit of financial inclusion.

However this proposition that the participation in the SBLP is a way to empowerment for women
is often constrained by the local culture. Culture is the whole complex of distinctive spiritual, material,
intellectual and emotional features that characterize a society or a social group. According to culture of
individual area or ethnic group, the rules of inheritance, work, status and rights are defined for women
and influence of economic advancement or labour force participation cannot transform women with
more empowerment.

Given this over-arching framework of culture, economic, educational and social transformations,
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Paper to be Read

it is indeed imperative to explore the situation of
women empowerment and it correlates in a few
selected states of North-East (NE) zone of India.

This study has explored the situation of women
empowerment and its correlates in a few selected
states of North-East (NE) part of India. Geographi-
cally and culturally diverse compared to other
parts of India as well as within the North-East
region, these states are dominated by several
Scheduled Tribes (ST) population.

Through an extensive study of the respondents
using structured questionnaires in the six districts
of the three selected states of North-Eastern India,
it is found that SHG engagement has helped to
bring a change in the social status of women and
granted her access to decision making and conse-
quently empowerment. Economic empowerment
has been most evident for women in Meghalaya
and Nagaland. The women in Manipur have hardly
shown much improvement in economic decision
making during their SHG involvement. However,
for social empowerment, Manipuri women have
shown maximum empowerment followed by
women in Meghalaya. Women in Nagaland on
the other hand, have been the least socially em-
powered and their mobility and individual deci-
sion making regarding their daughter’s welfare
is often compromised at the hands of their male
counterparts. Political empowerment follows the
same result as social empowerment and Manipuri
women are the most politically empowered.

An intra tribe analysis has shown that Ao tribe
of Mokokchung (Nagaland) and the Khasi women
of East Khasi Hills (Meghalaya) are highly empow-
ered through their engagement in SHGs, in terms
of social and political empowerment.

From this understanding about the cultural
variation in the North-East part of India, we may
infer that economic intervention alone does not
pave the way for behavioural and perceptual
changes in a women herself or in the fabric in
which she lives. Society has a dominant role in
deciding the activities that women ought to do,
and change in gender roles is not easy. However,
the dilution of gender prototype and empower-
ment of women may be achieved with adequate
economic intervention from the state but not until
the women themselves are equipped to accept
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and nourish the interventions and the family in
particular and community in general is convinced
of the need for empowering of their women. Ad-
ditionally, the traditional position of women in a
particular society goes a long way in providing an
emancipating or restrictive culture, which again
acts as a catalyst in intervention for empowering
the women.

The other finding of this report that rational-
izes its quaintness is that the Ao women and Khasi
women are on the whole more empowered than
others, but in a disaggregated look, it cannot
be said that across all forms of empowerment:
social, political and economic there is any pat-
terned similarity of the empowerment. Only in
consideration of layer-based empowerment,
we find that Ao women seem to be qualitatively
higher than Garo women in economic, social and
political empowerment. The Khasi women have
reached the highest level of empowerment, both
in economic and social aspects, but not for politi-
cal emancipation.

Another finding that leads to potential for
further research is that: the SC and OBC women
of Manipur have attained very poor economic em-
powerment but high social and political empower-
ment. Lack of power in critical decision-making in
an economy characterized by high women labour-
force participation is something that is needed
further investigation through more in-depth
qualitative interviews and ethnographic studies.

This prompts the researchers to also submit
that some layers of the behavioural changes in
women as an impact of SHG goes unreported,
specifically in restrictive cultures. The culture of
the family, the community and society go a long
way in bringing about empowerment of women.
Additionally, it may be said that push towards
educational achievements, health and sanitation
are mandatory backdrops in ensuring the success
of any initiative, because it provides beneficiary to
make optimum use of state economic interven-
tions. No intervention can have standalone effect,
without the integration of the entire eco-system,
which itis meant to influence. The objective of the
empowered woman is not to live in a glass house
but integrate her decisions for the well being of
the entire society.



Election Matters

Report of the Election Committee for the election of Office-bearers and other
Members of the Council of The Asiatic Society, Kolkata for 2020-2022

This is for the seventh time that the election of Office-bearers and other Members of the Council of
The Asiatic Society, Kolkata has been conducted under the supervision of a three member Election
Committee constituted in terms of the Amended Regulations 36, 37 and 50 (¢ ) (i) in respect of the
election procedure concerning the Council of The Asiatic Society, Kolkata. The members of the
Election Committee as constituted in the meeting of the Council of the Asiatic Society held on 29t
November 2019 are:

a) Prof. Jayanta Sengupta, Secretary & Curator, Victoria Memorial Hall, Kolkata and the official
member of the Council representing the Ministry of Culture, Government of India as
Member & Chairman;

b) Prof. Jayasri Ray Chaudhuri, Director of Public Instruction, Department of Higher Education,
Govt. of West Bengal and the official member of the Council representing Government of
West Bengal as Member;

¢) Shri Manabendra Das, WBCS(Exe.), Joint Secretary to the Govt. of West Bengal, Department
of Industry, Commerce and Enterprises, Government of West Bengal,

The Committee held their first meeting on 12 March, 2020 and several meetings subsequently on
different dates to frame the rules, procedures and guidelines to conduct the election within the
scope of the Régulations of the Seciety. All decisions of the Committee including notifications and
schedules relating to the election were communicated to the members of the Society through the
Notice Board, Monthly Bulletin of the Society, publications in newspapers and in the Society's
website.

In the absence of the Director, Shri Arupratan Bagchi, Administrative Officer of the Society was
selected as the head of the supporting team to provide administrative support to the Election
Committee on behalf of The Asiatic Society.

The Election Committee authorized Shri Manabendra Das, Member of the Election Committee, to
discharge all the functions under the rules adopted by the Election Committee for conducting the
election. He was also authorized to sign all orders, notices and other documents on behalf of the
Election Committee.

The final list of voters was published on 12t March, 2020 after considering objections and claims of
the bers. The total ber of voters was 1602 of which 1470 were Life Members and 132were

Ordinary Members. Notice of election for 14 (fourteen) positions involving 20 (twenty) seats was

issued on 12% March, 2020. However, the entire election process was put on hold on and from 20%
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Election Maiters

March, 2020 in view of the extraordinary circumstances created by the threat posed by Novel
Corona virus [COVID -19].
Later on, the Election Committee in its meeting held on 21st November, 2020 on the basis of an
assessment of the evolving situation decided to refix the schedule for the purpose of conduct of
election of the office-bearers and other members of the Council of the Asiatic Society, Kolkata,
2020-22. Accordingly, Notice of resumption of election was issued on 23 November, 2020.
A total of 22 (Twenty two) nomination papers were received out of the 38 (Thirty eight)
nomination forms issued from 16% March 2020 to 20t March 2020 and 24* November, 2020 to 4t
December, 2020 . All nomination papers were received within the closing date and time for filing of
nominations (i.e. 4 December, 2020 up to 15:00 hrs.) All nomination papers were scrutinized on
5t December, 2020 and out of 22 (Twenty two) nomination papers, 21 (Twenty one) nomination
papers were found valid and hence accepted. 1 (One) nomination paper was not accepted as the
same was not submitted by the Candidate either in person or by his Proposer. Further, Withdrawal
of 1(One) nomination took place.
* Against 1 [One] position of "President”, 2 [Two] nominations were received and out of the
said 2 [Two] nominations, 1 [One] was acc¥pted ;
* Against 4 [Four] positions of “Vice-President”, 4 [Four] nominations were received and
accepted ; .
e Against 4 [Four] positions of "Member of the Council’, 5 [Five] nominations were received
and accepted and later on 1(one) nomination was withdrawn ;
* Against the remaining 11 (Eleven] positions, 1 [One] nomination for each position were
received and accepted .
Since the candidates in each position have been elected unct;ﬁtested, there was no need for the
polling process pre- scheduled on 19 December, 2020 and no poling took place on that date.
The list of validly nominated candidates was published on 9t December, 2020.
The Election Committee hereby endorses the result of the election of Office-bearers and other
Members of the Council of The Asiatic Society, Kolkata for 2020-2022 abiding by the revised
Regulation 50 ( ¢ ) (i) of The Asiatic Society, Kolkata and declares the following candidates as
elected in the respective positions of the Council of the Society for 2020-2022 :

SWAPAN KUMAR PRAMANICK as President
SUBHAS RANJAN CHAKRABORTY as Vice President
BASUDEB BARMAN as Vice President

ATIS KUMAR DASGUPTA as Vice President

PRADIP BHATTACHARYA as Vice President

SATYA BRATA CHAKRABARTY as General Secretary
SUJIT KUMAR DAS as Treasurer

Electlon Committes for the slection of Office-bearers and other Members of the Council of The Asistio Soal .%
Page 2

N oe wn e

..

Oe Monthly Bulletin, February 2021




Election Matters

8. RANJANA RAY as Anthropological Secretary

9. ASOK KANTISANYAL as Biological Science Secretary

10. ARUN KUMAR BANDYOPADHYAY as Historical & Archaeological Secretary
11. TAPATI MUKHERJEE as Library Secretary

12. SANKAR KUMAR NATH as Medical Science Secretary

13. RAMKRISHNA CHATTER]JEE as Publication Secretary

14. RAJKUMAR ROYCHOUDHURY as Physical Science Secretary
15. SHYAM SUNDAR BHATTACHARYA as Philological Secretary
16. M.FIROZE as Joint Philological Secretary

17. DR BISHNU PADA DUTTA as Member of the Council

18. MAHIDAS BHATTACHARYA as Member of the Council

19. NABA NARAYAN BANDYOPADHYAY as Member of the Council
20. SOMNATH MUKHOPADHYAY as Member of the Council

The members of the Election Committee convey their thanks to the Members of the Society for their
kind cooperation and also congratulate the newly elected Members of the Council. The Election
Committee is also grateful to all the staff members of the Society who were involved in conducting
the election.

® -

Shri Manabenag: s, WBCS (Exe.) . Prof. jayasri Ray Chaudhuri Prof, Jayanta Sengup
Joint Secretary to th Govt of West Bengal Director of Public Instruction Secretary & Curator
Dept. of Industry, Conjmerce and Enterprises Department of Higher Education
Gove o West Bengal Governmbxcio} Wesc Bengal Victoria Memorial Hall
Member Member Chairman

Date: 4* January 2021
Place: The Asiatic Society, Kolkata

- _ __ __ ___ ____ __ ____ ____ __ __ _________ _ _ ____ ________ _______________ __ _______]
Repert of the Election e e of O, d other Members of the Councll of The Aslatie Soclety, Kolkata for 2020-2022
Page 3
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Professor Chitra Ghosh (Bose)

S
(1930-2021)

Bornin theillustrious Bose family of Bengal,
Professor Chitra Ghosh is the youngest daugh-
ter of Sarat Chandra and Bivabati Bose and
niece of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, three
formidable personalities in India’s struggle
for freedom and the development of socialist
politics in the country.

Educated in the disciplines of Political Sci-
ence and Economics, she was in the Education
Service of the Government of West Bengal
since the beginning of her long teaching
career which began at Bethune College. She
had been Head of the Department of Political
Science at Lady Brabourne College, a premier
girls' college in Calcutta and a visiting lecturer
in the Political Science and International Rela-
tions Departments of Calcutta and Jadavpur
Universities. Later she was Professor of Social
and Political History, at the Netaji Institute for
Asian Studies, Calcutta.

Running parallel to her long and distin-
guished career as an academician have been
her numerous contributions in the field of
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social work and human rights. Hers was an
early initiation into social work due to her
lineage. When the Partition of India was pro-
posed riots broke out in many places. Calcutta
was one of the worst hit. In East Bengal, areas
like Naokhali were marked by mass killings,
loot, rape and atrocities of an unprecedented
nature. Sarat Chandra Bose was with Mahatma
Gandhi in Naokhali at that time.

During the Calcutta riots, the Woodburn
park residence of Sarat Chandra Bose saw a
wide range of relief activities in which his chil-
dren played an active role. Sarat Chandra Bose
organised relief by mobilising a few doctors
and medical students. This group was named
the India National Ambulance Corps(INAC).
The INAC were constantly going out and rescu-
ing people. Many of them were first brought
to theWoodburn Park residence and then sent
to different camps open for them, so food had
to be kept ready round the clock, as some of
them had been unable to leave home and had
not eaten for 2 to 3 days. Huge amounts of
food, rice, dal would be stored and prepared
constantly.

Trained as a social scientist, Professor Ghosh
became President of the Political Science As-
sociation, a working institution for champion-
ing the cause for human rights especially for
women. She has worked intimately with the
United Nations on issues of human rights es-
pecially women's rights. She was leader of the
delegation as President of the International
Federation of University Women(IFUW), one
of 5 major organisations to attend the United
Nations Conference forWomen'’s Rights held at
Beijing in 1975, declared as the International
Women'’s Year by the UN. She was President of
Ladies Study Group, Women’s Wing of Indian
Chamber of Commerce, an active member of



In Memoriam

¥ s z | N f

Professor Chitra Ghosh (Life Member, The Asiatic
Society) delivering lecture on INA and Formation of
Arzi-Hukmate Azad Hind in an international seminar
organised by The Asiatic Society on the occasion
of 75th anniversary of Indian National Army and
Provisional Government held at Vidyasagar Hall on

11 December, 2018

the Women's Commission, the resource person
of ‘Bikashini’a Women’s Study Group in Anglo-
Indian and Christian Colleges and President
of ‘Pragati’ ladies wing of Bengal National
Chamber of Commerce and Industry(BNCCI).

In her life long service to the upliftment of
the socially backward, two of her most success-
ful projects are- Project 5-O in Thakurpukur
and Women's Voluntary Services(WVS) in East
Calcutta. In both, primary schools for under-
privileged children and vocational training
for adult women are being successfully run.
In Shantiniketan, two projects were similarly
conceptualized and initiated. These two proj-
ects, one in Purbapalli, Shantiniketan and the
other in Chella village, near Shantiniketan are
being run by the Institute of Social Welfare of
which she is the President.

Chitra also partnered her husband Subimal,

"..Prof Chitra Ghosh, a respected
scholar and niece of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose...dedicated her life to
academics and contributed in the
fields of social work and human rights,
especially women empowerment...".

Sad to learn about the demise of
Prof Chitra Ghosh, a respected scholar
and niece of Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose. She dedicated her life to academ-
ics and contributed in the fields of so-
cial work and human rights, especially
women empowerment. Condolences

to her family.
— Ram Nath Kovind
President of India (@rashtrapatibhvn)
January 8, 2021

—

"Professor Chitra Ghosh made
pioneering contributions to academics
and community service. | recall my in-
teraction with her, when we discussed
many subjects including declassifica-
tion of files relating to Netaji Bose.
Saddened by her demise. Condolences
to her family. Om Shanti,"

— Narendra Modi
Prime Minister of India (@narendramodi)
January 8, 2021

—

an award winning architect and former Sheriff
of Calcutta in his philanthropic work, including
that for the Diocese of Kolkata, the Spastics
Society of Eastern India and the Federation for
Economic Rehabilitation of Rural Youth(FERRY).
Some publications she has authored in-
clude- the Rights and Obligations of Indian
Women, Women’s Studies in India, Women and
Politics World Wide(IPSA), Women Movement
Politics in Bengal, The World of Thai Women
(1990), Opening of Closed Windows(2002).

Chandra Kumar Bose
Netaji Researcher
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An Indefatigable Historian: D. N. Jha

(1940-2021)

Dwijendra Narayan Jha, one of the most
eminent historians of early India passed
away on the 4" of February, 2021. He was
academically vibrant and living till his last
day even though health often failed him. He
would be sorely missed not only by his fellow
academics and students of history but also
by conscientious citizens. He was a people’s
historian in the true sense of the term. Along
with practitioners of history, last few days saw
many journalists pouring out their thoughts
in memory of Prof. Jha. He was accessible to
them even from a hospital bed. His only desire
was correct interpretation of history for which
he often risked his life

Graduating from Presidency College,
Kolkata in 1957, Dwijendra Narayan joined
Patna University to obtain his M.A.and Ph. D.
in 1959 and 1964 respectively under the tute-
lage of Prof. Ram Sharan Sharma who largely
shaped his mind. He taught History in Patna
up to 1975 after which he joined University of
Delhiand taught there until his retirement in
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2005. His last public lecture (paper was read)
was on 10% of January which was organized
by Society for Understanding Culture and
History in India (SUCHI). The compelling dis-
cussions that we had with him on that day will
be cherished forever. His passing away thus
comes as a painful surprise.

Sound empiricism was Prof. D.N.Jha's forte
and that is evident right from his early works
like Revenue System in Post-Maurya and Gupta
Times. In that book, his discussions of the
economic implications of various Sanskrit
words are noteworthy. He broke new grounds
in some of the interpretations given. His initial
training was in Social and Economic history
of early India but then later on he spread his
wings horizontally to areas of cultural history.

Jha was the first scholar who assertively
busted the myth of the golden age of the
Guptas. His Marxist background helped him
to interrogate and question the sources writ-
ten from elite perspective and encouraged
him to delve into the history of the common
man. The last line of his book Ancient India
in Historical Outline reads “The truly golden
age of the people does not lie in the past,
but in the future”

D.N. Jha made significant interventions
in the feudalism debate, by upholding the
notion of feudal order in Indian context.
Towards that direction was a volume edited
by him with contributions from scholars
with broadly common ideological ground,
The Feudal Order: State, Society and Ideology
in Early Medieval India. The volume under-
scored the presence of feudal formations,



In Memoriam

taking Feudal Order as a larger conceptual
construct in early medieval India. Among
his many important essays, | would like to
privilege ‘The Economic History of India up to
AD 1200: Trends and Prospects’written jointly
with R.S.Sharma and published in the Journal
of Economic and Social History of the Orient
in 1974. This essay gives us an idea how a
broad survey of writings on a particular theme
needs to be done and s a great training for any
young researcher.

Among his other edited books mention
must be made of The Complex Heritage of
Early India, Essays in Memory of R.S.Sharma
published in 2014. It was no mean task to
collate and edit essays from 31 scholars. This
he did with utmost diligence and elan and
as a final product he offered a fine book to
the memory of his mentor Prof. R.S. Sharma.

In a career spanning around four decades,
Prof. Jha constantly worked to dispel com-
munal readings of our ancient past. His works
did not create short ripples to die down and
the glowing example is his book“the Myth of
the Holy Cow” where, he has outlined a his-
tory of Indian dietary habits with particular
attention to bovines - cows, bulls and buf-
faloes included which exploded the myth
that ancient Indians were largely vegetarian.
He documented with great precision and
detail the fact that in ancient times Hindus
and Buddhists ate beef. That the book was
initially banned and the threats that Prof.
Jha faced are well known and need not be
repeated. But what needs to be pointed out
that all these threats could not cow him down
and in his last single authored book Against
the Grain: Notes on Identity, Intolerance and
History he again exploded the other myth of
a non-violent Indian society. He highlighted
inter-religious tensions and violence which
was a part of India’s past. Culling evidences
from inscriptions across India, Prof. Jha
demonstrated the vacuity in the depiction
of a tolerant India. His last public lecture

was ‘Destruction of Buddhist Establishment
in Early India: A case of Intolerant Hinduism'’

Drink of Immortality: Essays on Distillation
and Alcohol Use in Ancient India was his lat-
est collection of essays, published in 2020.
The theme is novel and drawing on textual
evidence from religious and secular literature,
the essays unravel uncharted aspects of life
of ancient Indians and amply demonstrate
how alcohol consumption influenced religion
and art.

Prof. Jha was the Sectional President of
Ancient Indian History Section of the 40th
Session of Indian History Congress in 1979
and General President during 2005-06. He
was also elected Sectional President of
Andhra Pradesh History Congress in 1987 and
General President of Punjab History Confer-
ence in 1999. In 2006, he had delivered Prof.
Sushobhan Chandra Sarkar Memorial Lecture,
organized by Paschimbanga Itihas Samsad,
namely Hindu Sattay Gomansa. The lecture
opened up a different world for many. During
1991-92, he became an Honorary Research
Fellow in the Indian Institute of Advanced
Study, Shimla. He was the recipient of the
prestigious H. K. Barpujari Award in 1995. His
relationship with the Asiatic Society was deep.
Whenever in Kolkata, he never failed to visit
the Asiatic Society. He was honoured with the
HC Raychaudhuri gold medal by the Asiatic
Society, Calcutta in 2011 for his significant
contributions to Indian History.

His works opened up new pathways for
historical research in India as he fostered
new ways of looking at historical questions.
It has been said about him that“Prof D.N. Jha
was a rare scholar who wore his knowledge
with ease” Indeed so—he was a sociable,
easygoing personality who easily command-
ed respect and will be deeply missed.

Suchandra Ghosh

Department of History
University of Hyderabad
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Sinologist Amitendranath Tagore Passed Away

(1922-2021)

The members and staff members of the
Asiatic Society were deeply shocked to learn
about the demise of Professor (Dr.) Amiten-
dranath Tagore, the eldest grandson of the
great painter and writer Sri Abanindranath
Tagore. Born at Jorasanko, Calcutta on
9.10.1922 he was atmost nearing to complete
100 years of his birth very soon. Obtaining
his B.Com degree in Calcutta, he had to shift

Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General Secretary, The
Asiatic Society handing over the Rabindranath
Tagore Gold Plaque (Citation) for 2019 to
Professor (Dr.) Amitendranath Tagore at his Salt
Lake residence.

I2. ® Monthly Bulletin, February 2021

to Santiniketan because of the apprehen-
sion of Japanese bombing during 1942-43.
A chance factor took him to the Chinese
Department (Chingbhum) in Santiniketan
and that determined to rest of his academic
journey. He got his post graduate degree
from the National Peking University, a Ph. D.
from Visva Bharati and proceeded to United
States with a Fullbright Scholarship. Later on
he joined the Oakland University, Michigan
as a teacher and stayed there between 1966-
85. He also taught Chinese at the National
Defence Academy at Pune.

The Asiatic Society awarded the Rabin-
dranath Tagore Gold Plaque for year 2019 to
him and the officials of the Society personally
handed over the Award to him on 20.10.2020
at his Salt Lake residence, Kolkata. The coun-
try has lost in his demise a great soul whose
eminence in the academic field was globally
acclaimed.

Satyabrata Chakrabarti
General Secretary, The Asiatic Society
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List of Awardees

Awardees of Plaques, Medals and Lectureships
of The Asiatic Society for the year 2019

LECTURESHIP

PANDIT ISWAR CHANDRA VIDYASAGAR LECTURESHIP

Ms. Ela Gandhi
Eminent Academician, Peace Activist and Former Member of Parlia-
ment in South Africa, for her Scholarship in the Field of Humanities.

RAJA RAJENDRALALA MITRA MEMORIAL LECTURESHIP

Professor Malavika Karlekar
Eminent Academician, for her Notable Contribution in the Field of
Indological Studies.

INDIRA GANDHI MEMORIAL LECTURESHIP

Professor Rajmohan Gandhi
Eminent Scholar and Former Member of Parliament [Rajya Sabha],
for his Important Contribution to National Integration.

PROFESSOR SUNITI KUMAR CHATTERJI LECTURESHIP

Professor Ramkrishna Bhattacharya

Eminent Scholar on the Ancient School of Indian Materialism, for
his Important Contribution in the Field of Comparative Philosophy
of Language.
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List of Awardees

ABHA MAITI ANNUAL MEMORIAL LECTURESHIP

Professor Nirmala Banerjee

Former Professor of Economics at the Centre for Studies in Social
Sciences, Calcutta, for her Significant Contribution in the Field of
Economic Development vis-a-vis the Question of Women.

DR. BIMANBEHARI MEMORIAL LECTURESHIP

Shri Amitav Ghosh
Eminent Indian Writer and the Winner of the 54th Jnanpith Award,
for his Notable Contribution to Literature and History.

DR. SATYENDRA NATH SEN MEMORIAL LECTURESHIP

Dr. Asim Dasgupta
Eminent Economist, for his Important Contribution in the Field of
Economy, Society and Development.

DR. PANCHANAN MITRA MEMORIAL LECTURESHIP

Dr. Anungla Aier
Principal, Kohima Science College, for her Important Contribution in
the Field of Anthropology in North-East India.

G.S.l. SESQUICENTENNIAL COMMEMORATIVE LECTURESHIP

Professor Somnath Dasgupta
Former Vice-Chancellor of Assam University, for his Outstanding
Contribution in the Field of Earth Science.

SWAMI PRANAVANANDA MEMORIAL LECTURESHIP

Professor Achintya Biswas
Eminent Academician, for his Important Contribution to Social
Development.
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MEDAL/PLAQUE
RABINDRANATH TAGORE BIRTH CENTENARY PLAQUE

Professor Amitendranath Thakur
Eminent Academician, for his Creative Contribution to Human Culture.

PANDIT ISWAR CHANDRA VIDYASAGAR GOLD PLAQUE

Professor Suranjan Das

Eminent Historian of Modern India and currently Vice-Chancellor,
Jadavpur University, for his Significant Contribution to Contemporary
Social issues.

INDIRA GANDHI GOLD PLAQUE

Professor Jayant Vishnu Narlikar
Padma Vibhushan, Eminent Astrophysicist, for his Significant Contri-
bution towards Human Progress.

ANNANDALE MEMORIAL MEDAL

Professor Ravindra K. Jain

Former Professor of Social Anthropology and Dean, School of Social
Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University, for his Significant Contribution
to the Study of Anthropology in Asia.

SIR JADUNATH SARKAR GOLD MEDAL

Professor Sumit Sarkar
Eminent Historian of Modern India, for his Significant Contribution
in the Field of History.

PROFESSOR SUKUMAR SEN MEMORIAL GOLD MEDAL

Professor Alokeranjan Dasgupta
Eminent Bengali Poet based at Germany, for his Conspicuously Im-
portant Contribution in the Academic Field.
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List of Awardees

DR. BIMALA CHURN LAW GOLD MEDAL

Professor Pradyot Kumar Mukhopadhyay
Former Professor of Philosophy, Jadavpur University, for his Important
Contribution in the Field of Philosophy.

DURGA PRASAD KHAITAN MEMORIAL GOLD MEDAL

Professor Amalendu Bandyopadhyay

Eminent Astronomer and Former Director, Positional Astronomy Cen-
tre, Kolkata, for his Notable Contribution to Science [To be awarded
posthumously since Professor Bandyopadhyay died on 22.06.2020].

DR. PRABHATI MUKHERJEE MEMORIAL GOLD MEDAL

Professor Kumkum Roy

Professor at Centre for Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University,
for her Creative Contribution to the Subject of “Women Question
from Ancient Times to Date”.

PROFESSOR HEM CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI BIRTH CENTE-
NARY GOLD MEDAL

Professor Ranabir Chakravarti
Former Professor of History, Jawaharlal Nehru University, for his
Important Contribution in the Field of Indian History.

JOY GOBIND LAW MEMORIAL MEDAL

Professor Ashim Kumar Chakravarty
Former Professor of Zoology at North Bengal University, for his Im-
portant Contribution to the Knowledge of Zoology in Asia.

PROFESSOR NIRMAL NATH CHATTERJEE MEDAL

Dr. Pranjit Hazarika

Assistant Professor at Department of Geological Sciences, Gauhati
University, for his Important Contribution to the Knowledge of Eco-
nomic Geology.
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List of Awardees

PAUL JOHANNES BRUHL MEMORIAL MEDAL

Professor Sampa Das

Former Professor and Head of the Division of Plant Biology at Bose
Institute, Kolkata, for her most Meritorious Piece of Original Research
in the Branch of Botany.

PRAMATHA NATH BOSE MEMORIAL MEDAL

Dr. Kiyoo Mogi
Eminent Seismologist based at Japan, for his Important Contributions
to Geology with Special reference to Asia.

PRIYABRATA ROY MEMORIAL GOLD MEDAL

Shri Arun Mukhopadhyay

Eminent Bengali Actor-Director and Playwright associated with
the Bengali theatre group ‘Chetana; for his Creative Contribution in
Drama.

R P CHANDA CENTENARY MEDAL

Professor Arjun Appadurai

Eminent Anthropologist and the Goddard Professor in Media, Cul-
ture and Communication at New York University, for his Important
Contribution in Anthropology.

SAILENDRA NATH AND MANJULA DEY MEMORIAL MEDAL

Dr. Subir Kumar Dutta

Former Professor and Head, Department of Pathology, University Col-
lege of Medicine, University of Calcutta and formerly Dean of Medical
Faculty, University of Calcutta, for his Important Contribution in the
Field of Medical Science.

SARAT CHANDRA ROY MEMORIAL MEDAL

Dr. Nilay Basu
Independent Researcher, for his Outstanding Anthropological Con-
tribution on Transgender Research.
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Annual General Meeting

Presidential Address

237th Annual General Meeting, 2019-20

Isha Mahammad

Respected Professor Jayasri Ray Chaudhuri,
Director of Public Instruction, West Bengal, Dr.
Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General Secretary of
this prestigious Institution, Dr. Sujit Kumar Das,
Treasurer of the Society, Hon'ble recipients of
Plaques, Medals and Lectureships, Respected
Members of the Council of the Soceity and the
General Members, Ladies and Gentlemen, :

| feel myself extremely honoured to
speak before you, standing on this dais of
Vidyasagar Hall of the Asiatic Society, Kolkata,
established by Sir William Jones, Chief Justice
of Supreme Court, Kolkata, in the year 1784.
About 236 years ago, with an aim to cultivate
human knowledge and to pursue all aspects
of Man and Nature, within the Geographical
limits of Asia as a whole and to make people
aware of the very high tradition of Art and
Culture, Literature, Science, Astronomy,
Medicine and Religion from ancient times,
and also make in-depth study and research
on everything produced by Nature and cre-
ated by Man.

However, | have been given the honour
and responsibility of becoming the President
of this highly reputed and unique Institution
with multifaceted activities for knowledge
and advancement, to which | have given my
best endeavour to share my knowledge and
experience in the field of art and aesthetics.

In this connection, | would recall that the
first-time in the history of this Society, two
seminars and workshops were organized

in this Vidyasagar Hall, one in August 2018
and the other in the month of March 2019,
with week-long practical demonstration and
practice by artists and art students. The first
one was on the methodology and the Indian
Miniature Painting, introduced by Abanin-
dranath Tagore at the Government School of
Art, Kolkata and the newly founded -“Society
of Oriental Art, Kolkata established in 1907
under the direct initiation of Abanindranath
Tagore, Gaganendra Tagore and E.B. Havel,
the then Principal of Government School of
Art, Kolkata, giving cognigence to Bengal
School of Art.

The programme conducted by Professor
Ajoy Kumar Ghose, Retired Associate Profes-
sor of Indian Style of Painting, Government
College of Art & Craft, Calcutta. Professor
Ghose happened to be intimately attached
with Benode Behari Mukhopadhyay, re-
nowned artist of Kalabhavan, Santiniketan.
Such an artist like Professor Ghose conducted
the whole show on miniature painting with
practical demonstration and lecture on
method and materials which were appreci-
ated by both artists and visitors.

The second one was most interesting
and innovating, — launched under the title
“Modem Art in Global Perspective”, the most
controversial area of visual art under the sun.
It is quite difficult to accept the philosophy
of “Modem Art” and its very complex pro-
liferation and manifestation that started in
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Annual General Meeting

Europe and America since the 1st decade of
the 20th century is extremely subjective and
very much abstract in character, just cannot
be explained exhaustively.

We had erudite scholars like Professor
Pabitra Sarkar, Professor Monosij Majumder
(Art Critic), Professor Nasir Hossain, Faculty
of Fine Arts, University of Dacca, Bangladesh,
Professor H.D. Banker, Faculty of Fine Arts,
University of Pune, Shri Jawhar Sircar, 1AS
(Retd.) and Shri Prosanto Dawn, writer and Art
Criticand/also Professor Niren Sengupta from
New Delhi, presented their lively discourses.
Key-note address was delivered by Dr. Som-
nath Mukhopadhyay in the opening session
and | myself had to share my knowledge and
conviction through lectures and discussions
along with practical demonstration in oil on
canvas, which is now a pride possession of
the Society among a few others. Being an
artist myself with a little reputation, | had to
shoulder the burden of making the audience
and the students understand — what actually
Modern Art means, and what is the actual
message to be conveyed to viewers, art lovers
and connoisseurs.

This apart, | myself with active co-op-
eration of our Publication Secretary, Dr.
Ramkrishna Chatterjee, and Member of the
Council, Professor Somnath Mukhopadhyay
uplifted the total get-up of the Monthly Bulle-
tins which are now have become an added at-
traction for members, readers for which they
eagerly await for the next issue to come up.

Coming back to the Art and Artifacts and
the most valuable possession of oil paintings
of the Society under the management of the
Museum, to be taken care of for the posterity.
About 78 oil paintings, some of which are quite
invaluable for its time, quality and history.
From the very beginning of my assuming the
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charges as President of the Society about 4
years and 8 months ago, | took special inter-
est and care for proper identification of the
works and started to write artistic excellence
and appreciation of the works, their physical
condition and with elaborate historical notes
by Dr. Somnath Mukhopadhyay as an Art His-
torian and Member of the Council, which are
all published in the Monthly Bulletins of the
Society and now those paintings were photo-
graphed by professional, ready to be published
in Book-form as an illustrated catalogue.

In the meantime, the new two-storey on
the existing building is completed, a portion
of which is essentially required for suitable Art
Gallery, Storage and display of those paint-
ings as to further develop and awareness
and knowledge of our proud possession and
at the same time save them from total ruin,
before it is too late.

It is not irrelevant to mention here that
we have a few paintings which bear the
stamp of a Period from Renaissance to Neo-
classical and Romantic. Such as the painting
titled “Cleopetra” by Guideo Reni of Italian
Renaissance and “Farmers Household”by G.S.
Moreland and a few more are of Dutch and
French origin, valuation of which may soar
up to a million dollar if parted with to any
renowned Museum of London.

Before | conclude, | humbly express my
sincere regard to those scholars, Professors,
Scientists and highly educated personalities
like Professor Amartya Sen, Janab Hamid
Ansari, former Vice-President of India, Pro-
fessor Sabyasachi Bhattacharya, Professor
Suniti Kumar Pathak, Professor Ramakanta
Chakraborty and all our Council members
and many others with whom | had the op-
portunity to interact and enrich myself to a
great extent.



Foundation Day Celebration

Observance of the 238th Foundation Day of The
Asiatic Society on 15th January, 2021 - A Report

Dhiman Chakraborty
Controller of Finance, The Asiatic Society

The 238th Foundation Day of the Asiatic
Society was observed in a befitting manner
on the 15th of January, 2021. Keeping with
the tradition, the event began at the South
Park Street Cemetery where in the midst of
the crumbling colonnades, some of the newly
elected members of the Council including the
President, the General Secretary and the Trea-
surer, some members of the Society and few
officers & staff of the Asiatic Society, Kolkata
gathered in the tranquil winter morning to
pay homage to Sir William Jones, the founder
of the Society by placing wreaths on his tomb.

Members and Staff Members along with other
dignitaries paying homage to Sir William Jones on
his tomb.

The event also witnessed the presence of
other dignitaries who joined in paying their
homage including the Director of the Indian
Museum, the British Deputy High Commis-
sion, et al. The event was co-ordinated by Shri

Dilip Roy, Section Officer (Administration).
This was followed by hoisting of the flag of
the Asiatic Society at the entrance of its heri-
tage building, renamed as Sir William Jones
Bhawan. Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick,
President of the Society hoisted the flag in
presence of the members & staff of the society
amidst great enthusiasm.

The main event took place at the Vidyas-
agar Hall of the Society which had an august
gathering with Hon'ble Governor of West
Bengal & Patron of the Asiatic Society, Shri
Jagdeep Dhankhar as the Chief Guest.
The Hon'ble Governor attended the pro-
gramme with his wife, First Lady Smt. Sudesh
Dhankhar. They were given a warm reception
by Dr. S.B.Chakrabarti, General Secretary of

Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar, the Hon’ble Governor of
West Bengal and Patron of the Society along with
First Lady Smt. Sudesh Dhankhar visiting the special
exhibition organised on the occasion in the Library.
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the Society and were felicitated by the Presi-
dent of the Society, Professor Swapan Kumar
Pramanick on the dais.

On their way to the Vidyasagar Hall, the
Hon'ble Governor along with the First Lady
paid a visit to the special exhibition organised
on the occasion in the Library.

A painting of Sir William Jones done by
the former President of the Society, Professor
Isha Mahammad and a bust of Pandit Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar done by the renowned
sculptor, Shri Gautam Pal were placed on the
corridor of the Vidyasagar Hall adorned with
floral decorations where the Hon'ble Gover-
nor and the First Lady offered their tributes.

Shri Prahlad Singh Patel, Hon’ble Minister
of State [Independent Charge] for Culture,
Government of India who was to be present
on the occasion as the Guest of Honour, could
not make it, due to his pre-occupation at the
last moment. The Hon’ble Minister conveyed
his message, extending his best wishes for
successful conduct of the function, which

The book titled Saraswati: The River Par Excellence, a
prestigious publication of the Society was released on
the occasion by Dr. Swapan Dasgupta, Hon’ble Member
of Parliament [Rajya Sabha] who was a special invitee at
the programme.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Dasgupta said that it is
a matter of conventional wisdom that the Asiatic Society
is a national treasure as it houses a collection which is
almost spectacular and unparallel and for the fact that it
has a history of pioneering and path breaking researches
in the field of Indology. He said that it is very important to
acknowledge the heritage of this great institution taking
into account its historical past which is animportant facet
in recreating our sense of history, some of which may
have been lost because of our over dependence on the oral traditions and this mismatch
between sruti and smriti often resulted in a transmission loss in India.

In this context, Dr. Dasgupta also said that it is very important to realize that it is no

was read out. The invocation was rendered
by the celebrated vocalist Pandit Srikumar
Chattopadhyay with the performance of
Managalacharan.

In his welcome address, Dr. Satyabrata
Chakrabarti, General Secretary of the Society
extended his warm welcome to all those who
were present on the occasion as well as to
all the viewers who were watching the pro-
gramme live on the web. Welcoming them
all and extending the greetings for the New
Year 2021, Dr. Chakrabarti highlighted how
the Society has been able to keep up to its
tradition in celebrating its Foundation Day
albeit with certain precautionary measures
under the prevailing circumstances. He also
briefed about how the Society fought out the
pandemic situation in the past one year and
continued its activities in the web & online
platform.He then introduced Professor Partha
P. Majumder, who was to deliver the Founda-
tion day Oration.

point just gloating over the past heritage of the Asiatic Society but what is important is to
understand what the present of the Society is and what the future holds. He emphasized
the urgent need for re-discovering and reclaiming the lost heritage through its pioneering
activities making particular mention about the conservation of its manuscripts which he
calls the principle and sacred duty of the Society.
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Dr. Dasgupta also made a special mention about the scholastic traditions of the Soci-
ety and that there should be enough encouragement to take the researches a few steps
forward. He expressed his optimism that the Government of India and other authorities
will be extending their all round support to the Society in its endeavor to perpetuate the
history and heritage of this institution as a centre for learning.

The Foundation Day Oration was delivered by
Professor Partha P. Majumder, National Science
Chair, Government of India; Founding Director,
National Institute of Biomedical Genomics, Kalyani;
Emeritus Professor, Indian Statistical Institute and
President, Indian Academy of Sciences.

In his lecture titled “Genes as a Guide to Human
History and Culture” Professor Majumder gave a vivid
account of the evolutionary decent of population
of African apes, the genus Australopithecus, which
led to the arrival of modern humans, spanning over
a timeline of about five million years. The lecture
which was reinforced by graphical and diagrammatic presentations, expounded upon
the physiological transformations that were traceable from the evolutionary trends lead-
ing to the genus Homo and its spinning off into new varieties. Professor Majumder also
threw light on how, over a period of time, the co-habitation and mating of Modern Man,
the Homo sapiens with the Neanderthal man became a part of their genetic constitution
that got established through some extraordinary genetic studies.

The second part of his lecture was pivotal where he went on to describe the natural
instinct of man to organize themselves into groups and how the genetic movements were
restricted within such groups resulting from humans tending to mate within their group,
confined by their cultural & linguistic attributes and the constraints of geographical bar-
riers. In the later part of his lecture, Professor Majumder narrated with factual evidences,
how dispersal of humankind from Africa took place to other parts of the world including
Asia and in particular, India where major population expansion of modern humans took
place as indicated through Genetic evidence.

Taking reference of the nationwide surveys conducted by the Anthropological Survey
of India, Professor Majumder enlightened on the fact that how many genetically distinct
ancestral populations may have contributed to the pool of genes that comprise the
diversity of ethnic groups in India comprising the tribes, castes and migrants. He ended
his speech urging all of us to recognize that there is a fundamental genomic unity of all
humankind, bolstering UNESCO’s call to “Respect and Promote the Practice of Solidarity
towards individuals, families and population groups” Professor Majumder expressed his
gratitude and thanks to the Asiatic Society for inviting him to deliver the 238th Founda-
tion Day Lecture.

l—

Monthly Bulletin, February 2021 ® 2.5



Foundation Day Celebration

Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick, Presi-
dent of the Society delivered the Presidential
address. Expressing his gratitude for being
honored to act as the President of the Asiatic
Society at its 238th Foundation Day celebra-
tion, Professor Pramanick quoted the vision of
Sir William Jones, the founder of the Society as
incorporated in the Memorandum of Article of
the Society in 1784:“The bounds of investigation
will be the geographical limits of Asia and within
these limits its enquiries will be extended to what-
ever is performed by man or produced by nature”.

He briefly enumerated the intellectual jour-
ney that the Society performed from the time it
was founded and up to the present times, men-
tioning about the contributions in researches
on diversified fields made both by the British
scholars and later by legendary Indian scholars
with different disciplinary orientations and
about their publications, particularly in the Asi-
atick Researches. The declaration of the Society
as an Institution of National Importance by an
Act of the Parliament in its bi-centenary year in
1984 which has been a landmark in its journey
was also mentioned in his speech.

Professor Pramanick said that it would be
gratifying to note that the Society has contin-
ued to fulfill the expectations of its founders and has re-oriented its activities from time
to time in achieving its objectives. Despite the fact that quite a few leading institutions
of the country were born out the Asiatic Society, the Society still continues its existence
as a vigorous, vibrant and living organ of research and perhaps, as it is said, the Asiatic
Society is still the greatest cultural institution of the Indian sub-continent, remarked
Professor Pramanick.

He also talked about the treasures of the Society comprising its rich museum objects,
extensive library books & documents, manuscript collections, art gallery which makes
itan important cultural destination and that the members of the Society display a right
kind of attitude to keep it running and prosper. Professor Pramanick ended his speech
expressing his hope to move the Asiatic Society forward, keep alive its researches,
keeping in mind the rich heritage that it possesses and in taking an oath to do so, on
the Foundation Day. He quoted what Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee, President of the
Society (1942-1944) said:“The members of the Society may have different ideas, ideologies
and inclinations but as members, they keep their differences behind and work united in the
interest of the Asiatic Society".

I—
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Foundation Day Celebration

Hon'ble Governor of West Bengal & Patron of the Asiatic
Society, Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar in his speech as the Chief
Guest of the programme lauded the Society for organising the
Foundation Day with grace and profundity. He made a very
interesting remark when we went on to say how blessed he is
by the Almighty, to be associated with this august institution
as its Patron, an honour that he feels is no less than as the Gov-
ernor of the state. The Hon'ble Governor said that the Asiatic
Society will definitely perform a significant role in inspiring,
enlightening and enriching for the directional impact on the
state, the country and the world at large that is going to hap-
pen in the current decade and which is why;, it is the need of
the hour that the Society delivers on an incremental trajectory.

He took great pride in calling him “a foot soldier of the Asiatic Society” stating that
he may go to any extent to discharge his obligation and that he do not loose time when
he come to know that the authentic characteristics of the Society is embedded in the
selfless working of the intellectual giants who do not wish to be present for their own
name but who mean to contribute in silence.

Referring the speeches of the earlier speakers, the Hon’ble Governor remarked how
absorbing they have been and that he finds them as great sources for his self enrichment.
He wished 2021 to be a successful year for the Society.

The programe was attended by the members of the Asiatic Society, members of the
newly elected Council of the Society, staff members & research scholars of the Society
and other distinguished guests. Professor Pradip Bhattacharya, Hon’ble Member of Par-

liament [Rajya Sabhal & Vice-President of the Society was also present.

I—

The programme was live webcast through
the Facebook page of the Asiatic Society, Kol-
kata for the benefit of viewing by those who
could not make it possible to be personally
present, under the prevailing circumstances.
All precautionary measures for Covid-19 were
taken during the event and the programme
ended with the rendition of the National

Anthem by a group of staff members of the
Society, lead by Shri Amit Ghosh.

Dr. Sujit Kumar Das, Treasurer of the
Society proposed the vote of thanks. The
programme was anchored by Shri Arupratan
Bagchi, Administrative Officer of the Society.
The event received a wide media coverage,
both print and television.

Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar,
the Hon’ble Governor of
West Bengal and Patron of
the Society, addressing the
distinguished audience.
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Republic Day Celebration

Flag Hoisting on 72nd Republic Day

Professor Isha Mahammad, former President, Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick, President,
hoisting the National Flag at hoisting the National Flag at
Rajendralala Mitra Bhavan. Sir William Jones Bhavan.
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Netaji since 1941

1941

Left home and disappeared in the midnight
of 16th January.

The news was finally published on 26th January.

Reached Kabul in the company of Bhagatram
Talwar on 31st January.

After the failed attempt to go to the USSR with
the help of the Soviet Embassy in Kabul, left
Kabul for Moscow with a passport in the name
of Orlando Mazzota, an Italian on 18th March.

Reached Berlin from Moscow on 2nd April

Submitted on 9th April and 3rd May two
Memoranda to the German government de-
tailing the plan of armed expedition to India
from the north-west.

Communicated adverse reaction on the Ger-
man invasion of Russia on 22nd June to the
German Foreign Office.

Established the Free India Centre in Berlin on
30th October and the first session was held
on 2nd November.

Azad Hind Radio commenced regular broad-
cast in November.

In December a planning committee was con-
stituted at the Free India Centre.

1942

In January radio broadcast to India was started
and the Indian Legion was set up.

After the fall of Singapore on 15th February,
Subhas Chandra made the first radio address
to Indians on 27th February. During this
period Subhas Chandra was given the title
of Netaji and ‘Janaganamana adhinayaka’ by
Rabindranath was adopted as the National
Anthem.Jai hind'became the national saluta-
tion and Hindusthani written in Roman script
was adopted as the national language.

The only meeting with Hitler was held on
27th May.

Major events arranged in chronological order

After the quit India movement started in India,
he presented his detailed programme to the
participantsin a radio broadcast on 31st August.

His daughter was born in Vienna on 29th
November.

WroteThe Indian Struggle, 1935-1942 in Berlin
during the year.

1943

Inthe company of Abid Hassan, left for East Asiain
asubmarine fromthe portKiel in Germany.Trans-
ferred from the German submarine to a Japanese
submarine near Madagascar on 28th April.

Landed at the island of Sabang on 6th May.

Arrived in Tokyo in 16th May and assumed the
name of Matsuda.

Met Tojo, the Prime Minister of Japan for the
first time on 10th June and met him again
four days later.

On 16th June Tojo, in the presence of Netaji,
announced in the Japanese Parliament that
Japan would give all possible help in the
struggle for independence of India.

Addressed the first press conference in Japan
on 19th June.

First speech broadcast from Tokyo radio on
21st June.

Arrival in Singapore on 2nd July.

On 4th July, in the general meeting of the
India Independence League, Rashbehari Bose
handed over the leadership of the freedom
movement to Netaji.

On 5th July, in front of the Singapore Mu-
nicipal Officer, Netaji took the salute of the
soldiers of the Azad Hind Fauz and gave the
call of 'Delhi Chalo'

On 25th August, Subhas Chandra assumed the
responsibility of the Commander-in-Chief of
the Azad Hind Fauz.
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On 26th September, he paid his respects at
the mausoleum of Bahadur Shah in Rangoon.

Announced the establishment of the provi-
sional Azad Hind Government in Singapore
on 21st October.

Inaugurated the Rani of Jhansi training Centre
on 22nd October.

On 23rd October Japan accorded diplomatic
recognition to the Azad Hind Government
and over the next few days the governments
of Germany, Italy, Croatia, Manchukuo, Nan-
king, the Philippines, Thailand and Burma did
the same. De Valera, the President of Ireland,
personally congratulated Subhas Chandra.
On 23rd October, The Azad Hind Government
declared war on Britain and the USA.

Participated as an observer in the Greater
East Asia Nations’ Conference in Tokyo on
5th-6th of November. On 6th November, Tojo
announced the transfer of the authority over
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands to the Azad
Hind Government.

Visited Nanking on 18th November and paid
respects to Sun Yat Sen at his mausoleum.

Visited the Andaman and Nicobar Islands on
29th December and renamed Andaman and
Nicobar Islands as Shahid and Swaraj Islands.

1944

The Headquarters of the Azad Hind Govern-
ment shifted from Singapore to Rangoon on
7th January.

Azad Hind Fauz started The Indian expedi-
tion on 4th February and crossed the Indian
border on 18th March.

On 5th April, National bank of Azad Hind was
established in Rangoon.

On 14th April, Azad Hind Fauz hoisted the
National Flag at Moirang in Manipur.

On 4th July, Netaji gave the clarion callin Ran-
goon,‘Give me blood, | will give you freedom’.

In a speech over radio in Rangoon on 6th July,
Netaji called Gandhi’ Father of the Nation’.

On 11th July, he paid respects at the mau-
soleum of Bahadur Shah for a second time.

Netaji gave instructions to suspend tempo-
rarily the Indian expedition in view of the
inclement weather. Met an ailing Rashbehari
Bose for the last time in November in Tokyo.
His attempt to meet the Soviet ambassador
Jacob Malik in Tokyo failed.

1945
Left Rangoon on 24th March.

On 8th July the foundation was laid for the
martyrs’ column, commemorating the mar-
tyrs of the Azad Hind Fauz. (Colonel Cyril
John Stracey completed the construction of
the Column. On 6th September forces led by
Mountbatten destroyed the Column).

After the surrender of Japan, on 15th August
Netaji gave his final instructions to the Azad
Hind Fauz,‘The road to Delhiis long and Delhi
is still our goal” Then he decided to go to the
Soviet Union.

On 16th August he went to Bangkok from Sin-
gapore and reached Saigon on 17th August.

Accompanied by Habibur Rahman Netaji left
Saigon in the afternoon 17th August and
stayed at Turen in the night.

On 18th August he began the journey towards
Dairen in Manchuria.

Thereafter everything is still shrouded in mystery.

3/ ® Monthly Bulletin, February 2021

Compiled by: Girish Chandra Maity



Tribute to Netaji

Reminiscing A Book-Writing : The Twin in the Twist :

Bose and Gandhi

Ranjit Sen
Life Member, The Asiatic Society

THE TWIN D
IN
= THE TWIST

- BOSE anpo GADY

The two outstanding figures of Indian free-
dom movement - Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi and Subhas Chandra Bose - had
always maintained their glorious presencein
my mind ever since | came to know of them
from their references in my family culture and
alsoin history books I read in the lower classes
of my school. Ever since they influenced
all processes of my growing into manhood

imperceptibly shaping my attitudes to life.
In later years when | wrote my book The Twin
in the Twist : Bose and Gandhi (1997) | found
them as leaders whose hearts cried out for
India though not on the same tone so much
so that even in their moments of meeting
each other they were alien and in their mo-
ments of union they failed to be united. To
the contemporary Indians Bose and Gandhi
were brave souls who would never come
back. But to me in my moments of solitude
when I wrote this book, they were heroes who
came back -- and do come back now - with
a message of duty, courage and patriotism. |
found them admirable in their feat, pitiable in
their folly but always measureless in their mis-
sions and sacrifices. Though many promising
careers lay open to them, they chose a career
of service to their nation braving batons and
bayonets, prison walls and confinement. They
led multitude of millions inspiring them to
brave the miseries and perils of their lives
and the terror let loose by the state. Their
mission was one and the same: to free the
country from an inescapable and inexorable
destiny — a dark doom. None of them was
scared of taking a leap and a plunge for the
country’s cause. Yet their ways and means
differed. Gandhiji chose to be at home while
Bose was forced to move around. The former
stuck to his principles, the latter viewed things
in wider perspective. Bose found in the mass
a reservoir of revolutionary manpower. Gan-
dhi saw in the mass a dearth of competent

Monthly Bulletin, February 2021 @ 35



Tribute to Netaji

persons who could lead without recourse to
violence. Yet none had any dispute with the
fact that the robustly assertive institutions
of our country had conserved in them over
centuries an infinite source of inspiration that
provides mankind with a stamina to fight. An
agreement in the appreciation of our past
does not necessarily bring about a concur-
rence on the selection of ways and means
for the present. Thus Gandhiji thought that
when words failed to generate response one
should meditate. Bose would believe that
when words exhausted their functions one
must start with action. Gandhiji believed that
actions originated from Truth. Bose believed
that actions ended in Truth. To the former
Truth was supreme because it was pristine.
To the latter Truth was paramount as a func-
tional incentive that translated spirit into
action. Thus the whole outlook of the two
leaders radiated difference and this differ-
ence cleft Indian politics into irreconcilable
contradictions.

Contradictions are not rare in history.
Contradictions do appear. Contradictions
do resolve but they do not block the path of
progress. In India also Bose-Gandhi contradic-
tion was resolved not politically but through a
process of appreciation of each other. Gandhi
knew that Subhas was a patriot and Subhas
knew Gandhi to be the wakener of the Indian
masses. To Gandhi he wrote: “In all sincerity
| am offering you our cooperation.” Gandhi’s
message to Subhas was equally unmistak-
able:“You are irrepressible whether ill or well.”
While writing this book | could understand
this irreconcilability of two approaches to life
and politics but beyond that | tried to assess
how alienations in the lives of two individuals
involved the history of a nation. Subhas was
a personality dialectically torn between his
loyalty to the cause of country’s freedom and
his submission to Gandhi and his Congress.
It did not afford him any satisfaction, he re-
ported to Romain Rolland, to oppose Gandhi
“when he had done more for his country
than anyone else in recent history.” Yet “the
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Mahatma would not take a definite stand on
the economic issues” and his “method is too
lofty for this materialistic world.” Bapuiji's road
was therefore not the path of Subhas and the
twain did not meet.

This non-meeting of the two leaders was
a formal political separation in the matter
of strategies to an end. But that was an
outcome of a generation gap natural within
the context of a patriotic attachment to an
ulterior cause: freedom. | was aware that it
was difficult for me to chronicle separation
because at the end the cause for freedom
triumphed and the question of means to
achieve it eventually became a matter of
indifference. For example, Gandhi had no
blessings for industrial strikes. Yet he par-
ticipated in the Ahmedabad strike in 1918.
Subhas followed suit and did the same in
the Jamshedpur steel strike in 1928-29. In
his first meeting with Gandhi in Bombay
July 1921 Bose seemed to be unconvinced
about Gandhiji's call for swaraj in one year.
Yet in Calcutta in the following months he
started his political career as the flag-bearer
of Gandhian non-cooperation. In the thirties
of the twentieth century Bose implored Gan-
dhito give an ultimatum to the British to quit
India. Gandhi did not agree for he thought
that the time was not ripe and the country
was not prepared for it. His quit India call
came only in 1942 when in the absence of
Subhas history had unfolded the compulsive
logic of his mission. This was where history
had offered a bridge between Gandhi and
Subhas - the imperceptible link within an
apparent hiatus.

While writing this book | found myself
awkwardly placed beyond a point | could
hardly anticipate. With Gandhi on my right
and Subhas on my left | could hardly become
a biographer of any one of them. Instead |
turned out to be a chronicler of time --- the
time in which men and moments met to
shape the destiny of a nation. In their own
ways Gandhi and Subhas were colossal
figures who stood on the crest of time and
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provided directions to which the forces of
the age could march. They were like Lenin
and Mao Zedong, authors of a revolution the
kind of which the world had not seen before.
This was a revolution in which the terrific
force of a peaceful protest combined with
the torrential sweep of a military march and
created an uprising which the British Empire
could hardly resist. What happened in India
under their leadership was essentially Indian
---a mass uprising passive at the outset, radi-
cal and militant at the end. Peace had always
been India’s reigning creed and militarism
was the expediency of time. Gandhi repre-
sented India’s heritage and Subhas imbibed
the spirit of his own time. They reconciled the
two ends of a single urge. That was the urge
of the nation--- an urge for freedom. In this

During the INA Movement in East Asia, someone
said to Netaqiji: "Sir, we must write the history of
the INA." Prompt came the reply: “Lef us make
it, somebody else will write it."

The Indian National Army, Second Front of the Indian Independence Movement, 1969.

—

sense Gandhi and Subhas complemented
each other. Yet they have been wrongly
construed as two antithetical forces -—- one
facing the other.

Writing of them was indeed an experience
--- certainly an experience in which Gandhi
and Subhas conjointly reigned as monarchs.
Born in an age when India was still not free
and bred at a time when the memory of
freedom was writ large in the spirit of the
nation | could hardly escape their influence,
more correctly the influence their age that
was pounding in my pulse. The book, there-
fore, in all humility is a tribute, outwardly to
two great icons of Indian history, but more
precisely to time. At the end it is a narration
of an experience of living in history with the
memory of an age.

- Lt. General I. Fujiwara
Source: K. K. Ghosh,
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When Two Great Minds of Modern India

Agree to Disagree...
Arun Bandopadhyay

Historical and Archaeological Secretary, The Asiatic Society

The Asiatic Society Kolkata, in collabora-
tion with Rekha Chitram, organized a unique
programme of Exhibition-cum-Lecture on
the historical relations of Mahatma Gandhi
and Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, which
was inaugurated at the Society’s Rajendralala
Mitra Bhavan on the afternoon of 30 January
2021.The programme was unique for several
reasons. This year marks the beginning of the
125" birth anniversary of Netaji, an event
which is being celebrated throughout the na-
tion in various ways; and even after 73 years
after Gandhi’s death, the tragic circumstances
of his murder and its many meanings cannot
be overlooked. Great men as they were in
modern India as a whole, the life stories of
the Mahatma and the Netaji still serve as the
lighting torches to many, of the past, present
and future generations, often in absolutely
different directions. Part of the puzzle lies in
the attractions and distractions of the two
great minds of modern India, the Mahatma
and the Netaji by their metaphoric names,
not only among themselves by their mutual

Professor Isha Mahammad, former President of
the Society inaugurating the exhibition.
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respect and respectively differing ideologies
over time but also among others, in different
times, ‘following’ them and their legacies in
various ways. The Exhibition-cum-Lecture thus
becomes absolutely relevant today.

The programme was inaugurated by
Professor Isha Mahammad, a noted artist
and former President of the Asiatic Society.
He appreciated the idea of the programme,
commented on the quality of the exhibited
art objects drawn by the students of Rekha
Chitram, and made a moralistic observation
that such events on our great men and their
times often highlight the narrowness of many
of us and our time. Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti,
General Secretary of the Society, narrated its
year-long plan and activities around the Ma-
hatma and Netaji, adding that there are many
things to learn from them.

The keynote speaker of the day was Pro-
fessor Amal Kumar Mukhopadhyay, former
Principal of the Presidency College, Kolkata.
Professor Mukhopadhyay identified Gandhi
and Netaji as the two great symbols of India’s

Distinguished personalities
at the exhibition.



Professor Amal Kumar
Mukhopadhyay

freedom struggle, respec-
tively as the greatest strate-
gist and patriot of the world.
He detected the differences
from their very upbringing, in
the case of Gandhi a normal
life of education, marriage
and employment, while in
the case of Bose the call of
a distant life of spiritualism,
patriotism and strong anti-
British mentality. Mukhopad-
hyay particularly highlighted
Subhash’s role in opposing
the racial comments of Mr. E.F.
Oaten, the history teacher at
the Presidency College in Feb-
ruary 1916, and clarified some
of the mysteries associated
with it. Gandhi, on the other
hand, became prominent in
Indian freedom struggle only
after his return from South
Africa, and launching of Kh-
ilafat and non-cooperation
movement. Professor Muk-
hopadhyay, however, did not
forget to note that after his
return from the UK Subhas
first met Gandhi who asked
him to meet C. R. Das for his
political guidelines. A kind of
mutual respect continued,
but differences came on the
surface only when Gandhi
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showed his preferences for
Nehru as the President of
the Indian National Congress
in 1929 and his hostility to
Bose when he was re-elected
as the President of Indian
National Congress in 1939.
Subhash had to take differ-
ent trajectory of freedom
struggle only because he was
forced to do it. Mukhopad-
hyay, however, did not touch
on why and how Subhash
maintained a balanced and
respectful attitude towards
Gandhi and his leadership
to the country till the end of
Subhash’s armed liberation
struggle, and Gandhi’s spe-
cific statements on Subhash’s
birthdays in 1947 and 1948.
He seems to stick to his final
view that Gandhi was the
greatest strategist and Subhas
the greatest patriot that India
has produced, though their
legacy was different. Gandhi
was increasingly followed as a
model for non-violent protest
worldwide, and Subhash’s
great sacrifice and patriotism
is not adequately emulatedin
his own country.

Professor Atis Das Gupta
made two brief comments.
First, the historical signifi-
cance of Netaji's victory
battles in 1941/43 is to be
properly appreciated. Second,
one of the ostensible causes
of the departure of British
power from India in 1947 was
Subhash Chandra Bose's INA
experiments.

Professor Swapan Kumar
Pramanick, President of the
Society, summed up the en-
tire discussion. He brought

Professor Atis Kumar Das Gupta

our attention to Gandhi’s
own statement that“Subhash
was a votary of violence” and
he was “a devotee of non-
violence”, but they always
maintained a respectful atti-
tude to each other. In spite of
their ideological differences,
they never missed civility, and
respectful regards for other’s
opinion. In the end, Subhash
remained an uncompromis-
ing hero of India’s freedom
struggle who first called Gan-
dhi the Father of the Nation.
Dr. Sujit Das, Treasurer of the
Society, thanked all, including
Sri Arun Chakrabarti of Rekha
Chitram for the collaborative
event. The Exhibition will re-
main open for the public till 8
February 2021 at the Society’s
Rajendralala Mitra Bhavan.

Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick

Monthly Bulletin, February 2021 ® 30



Tribute to Netaji

™y TRE (" I
ey I | [@e o7
AR Sa6I2 -9 |

@R, LA RCF
(IR0 | (72 e 20w AR
[ Pl Sibw, FACAl
GRCeT ol A < |
IF A PR @,
BT @A AL Lo
TS AT G 9 A7 |
(312 37T 90 AST IO
T PR 4 | WG G
GF FCIF AT T 3
o SR FHCeTHa

;EEE&E .

G ETPTIRGR =01 | @ (72 701, (AT s SRrepsl
PO fFGIHG 1 G TV M1 SN3ra foaartara awsfel |

G iocoRteie Rerivsan SRS RS G
OIFd g At (TG, G (1R Zee T fof
S5O3-a TP (FT @R WPcee | 9 3% o2 @R[
SNCE (MR SIFF T3 SEF 53 2T AN A0 (AT
fras Pifosa o, TR @2 o™ I (&I G
I 02 | GTE (ATTew 2ATET IS @t w2ee |

SCE, FA (4 GO ADMCEH 47l oI | T&TH G
R3] SIEPoRFIR SESIR b HITHE RIS, SerItes SN Sl
GF ST WA I | T TSI I FISH (FoI& =il
21l ST 2[BIT G W HLCH |

(TG -T2 TOI%A e | @S 23 | 27 S FSHIF
FERRE &PGa Wit (G e Fw @el Jom @Al |
Ol G WIS T | PR e (9l | i SR wiifereie
F(AE WEE @F oo @ ioeE EiRla @it i
O SRZ G SIR0eH ABCA N (F=1 B0l A7
TR | O (T8 SfEHF T6d FIGH ST A06 A2l AR G
Sy (2ifFre oF FERRGT (@0 i (@2fbaca e
el fisl SieieRs CTRITe A S0 | SR Ted e

4O e Monthly Bulletin, February 2021



Tribute to Netaji

AW | IS AL T SRR f%(?ﬁ
FIfEe AT G NG | (7 NG SACAB
el | (@ SRR S AT T 2SS
TYCA O R ACACAICE I FCA| Al
TYCIT FLCH A |

el @3 PEEd AR G
RO ARG | SleE  Bferpiw
o YOG W SRSISBIRTE T
A RIS AR | SHBER FR A P
G FA OIS, (18 I AT I
A IFT G e (2feR wi[E
TG P TSRS AR R0 | 270
@RI o Ibl-fRefesm weffamerm ap
T SZPHEACE (18 TR GF W 2
ST T ACH TZHC TR 2 (3 oI S

SR (128 O A WA (2APrehE
@lal? (@ WIS 2R i 2, G2 i
R (AR AW | SECe SRR Sy
R T2 2 I 13 GO S HL ABIACE
TR A W2 O TR A b2 =
CTATAE 0 #ITT (e | S0 08 | (& A
T Sy fafetam @l @GP wiE
e, wifaol «Ig [0S itd Zweel
GIE G ILNGE TR IR oI 757 |
AT 4, SICAR, 2ozl TR, o
SE LRIl for elaaiT TREE Sraldte o
I ST SICAHI A | AR i8] S
AP AT T TG (SRR T
w9 wers, (emfesE (aFNE e
@ ga R e [Resl Eies
NI T BT SRR 4R T FNE
TS WF IO @B Jwa @RI
CIPRGR ToiRid 20! e I3 20 SEieE
WQW%@W|MW31W
TOWR TF, WS ¥ @A Gk
B, G FifEre fBres AW | T
|

e

LI BT

Monthly Bulletin, February 2021 ® 4.1




An Exhibition

Bandhi-Bose Interface

and
Their Mutual Admiration

The Asiatic Society
Kolkata

/.2 ® Monthly Bulletin, February 2021



An Exhibition

Netaji on
15th Birth Anniversary of Gandhiji
(Broadcast from Bangkok, October 2, 1943)

THIS DAY Indians all over the world are celebrating the 75th
birth anniversary of their greatest leader, Mahatma Gandhi.
It is customary on such an occasion to relate the life-
experiences of the man whom we honour and to whom we
pay our homage of love and respect. But the Indian people are
so well acquainted with the life and work of Mahatma
Gandbhi that it would be an insult to their intelligence if 1 were
to begin narrating the facts of his life. 1 shall instead, devote
myself to an estimation of the place of Mahatmaji in the
history of India's struggle for independence. The service
which Mahatma Gandhi has rendered to India and to the
cause of India's freedom is so unique and unparalleled that
his name will be written in letters of gold in our national
history for all time. ...

Source: Selected Speeches of Subhas Chandra Bose, Publication Division, Government of India, New Delhi, 1962, p. 200.
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Gandhiji on Birthday of Netaji

SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING
Dalta,
January 23, 19‘;7

... It was a happy conjunction of
events that it happened to be
Netaji's birthday. What could be
happier than that the Chowdharis
should make their gift on this day
and that a Scheduled Class friend,
Rai Mohan Mali, should provide
him habitation? In the speaker’s
opinion the great and most lasting
act of Netaji was that he abolished
all distinctions of caste and class. He
was not a mere Hindu, nor a mere
Bengali; he never thought of himself
as a caste Hindu. He was Indian first
and last. What was more, he fired all
under him with the same zeal so that they forgot in his presence all
distinctions and acted as one man.

No doubt there was much else to be credited to Netaji. Thus he
had sacrificed a brilliant career for the sake of the country's service
and enlisted himself under the late Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das.
He suffered various imprisonments, twice became President of the
Congress and at last by great strategy f‘gave the slip to the guard put
over him by the then Government of Bengal and by sheer courage
and resourcefulness reached Kabul and passed through European
countries and finally found himself in Japan, collected from
scattered material an army of brilliant young men drawn from all
communities and from all parts of India and dared to give battle toa
mighty Government. A lesser man would have succumbed under
the trials that Netaji went through; but he in his life verified the
saying of Tulsidas that“all becomes right for the brave”. . ..

Source: Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi, VVolume 86, pp 383-4.
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Gandhiji Remembering Netaji
at the Prayer Meeting on 23 January, 1948

NEW DELH],
January 23,1948
BROTHERS AND SISTERS,

I have many things to say today. I shall try to deal with as many as
I can. Today is Subhas Babu's birthday. I have told you I cannot
remember anyone's birthday or death anniversary. Some one
reminded me of Subhas Babu's birthday. Subhas Babu was a
votary of violence while 1 am a devotee of{himsa. But what does
it matter? | know that the most important thing is that we
should learn from other people's virtues. As Tulsidas says:

The Lord has created this world Full of lifeless and living things
and virtues and vices. The wise like the swan take the milk of
virtue and leave out the waste of water.

We should be like the swan and take the milk of virtue. Man has
virtues as well as vices. We should emulate him in his virtues and
forget his deficiencies. Subhas was a great patriot. He laid down
his life for the country. He was not by nature a fighter but he
became commander of an army and took up arms against a great
empire. The soldiers of that army included Hindus, Muslims,
Parsis and Christians. He never considered himself only a
Bengali. He had no use for parochialism or caste distinctions. In
his eyes all were Indians and servants of India. He treated all
alike. It never occurred to him that since he was the commander
he deserved more and others less. Let us therefore in
remembering Subhas think of his great virtues and purge our
hearts of mai%ce.

Once a friend who was an eminent advocate asked me to define
Hinduism. 1 told him | was neither a lawyer like him nor a
religious leader and was really unable to define Hinduism, but |
would suggest that a Hindu was one who had equal respect for
all religions. Subhas had equal respect for all religions and he
easily won every heart. It is good to remember such things on
this occasion. ...

Source : Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi, Volume 90, pp. 484-5.
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The Haripura Address

Presidential Address at the Dlst Session of the Indian National
Congress held at Haripura in Fe]oruan), 1938

MR CHAIRMAN AND FRIENDS

..In conclusion, 1 shall
voice your feelings by
saying that all India
fervently hopes and prays
that Mahatma Gandhi
may be spared to our
nation for many many
years to come. India
cannot afford to lose him
and certainly not at this
hour. We need him to
keep our people united.
We need him to keep our
struggle free ffiom
bitterness and hatred.
We need him for the
cause of Indian
Independence. What is
more—we need him for
the cause of humanity.
Ours is a struggle not
only afainst British
Imperialism but against
world Imperialism as
well, of which the former
is the keystone. We are,
therefore, fighting not
for the cause of India alone but of humanity as well. India freed
means humanity saved. ...

Source : Netaji Collected Works, Volume 9, Edited by Sisir K. Bose and Sugata Bose, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 1995, p. 30.
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Communications hetween
Haripura and Tripuri Session

Statement issued on Fe]oruarg 5, 1939, following re~election as
Congress President

| HAVE read the statement of Mahatma Gandhi on the
recent Presidential election with all the attention that
it deserves. It grieves me to find that Mahatma Gandhi
has taken it as a personal defeat. | would respectfully
differ from him on this point. The voters were not
called upon to vote for or against Mahatma Gandhi.
Consequently the result of the contest does not in my
view, and in the view of most people, affect him
personally. ...

In this connection, I should also like to say that I have
on some occasions felt constrained to differ from
Mahatma Gandhi on public questions, but 1 yield to
none in my respect for his personality. If | have
understood him correctly, he too would like to see
people think for themselves even though they may not
always agree with him. | do not know what sort of
opinion Mahatmaji has of myself. But whatever his
view may be, it will always be my aim and object to try
and win his confidence for the simple reason that it
will be a tragic thing for me if | succeed in winning the
confidence of other people but fail to win the
confidence of India's greatest man.

Source : Selected Speeches of Subhas Chandra Bose, Publication Division, Government of India, New Delhi, 1962, pp. 100-1.
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Letter from Mahatma Gandhi

Birla House, New Delhi
2nd April, 1939
My dear Subhas,

... Though we have discussed sharp differences of opinion between us,
| am quite sure that our private relations will not suffer in the least. If
they are from the heart, as | believe they are, they will bear the strain
of these differences. ...

Reply from Subhas Chandra Bose

Jealgora 6th April, 1959
My dear Mahatmaji,

... Before |l close this letter | shall refer to one or two personal things.
You have remarked in one letter that you hope that whatever happens,
our private relations will not suffer. | cherish this hope with all my
heart. May | say in this connection that if there is anything in life on
which 1 pride myself, it is this that | am the son of a gentleman and as
such | am gentleman. Deshbandhu Das often used to tell us, 'Life is
larger than politics'. That lesson | have learnt from him. I shall not
remain in the political field one single day if by doing so I shall fall from
the standards of gentlemanliness which are so deeply ingrained in my
mind from infancy and which I feel are in my very blood. . ..

I hope you will maintain your improvement. | am progressing
steadily.
With respectful Pranams.
Yours affectionately
Subhas

Source : Netaji Collected Works, Volume 9, Edited by Sisir K. Bose and Sugata Bose, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 1995, p. 146 & pp. 154-5.

48 ® Monthly Bulletin, February 2021



An Exhibition

Mutual Admiration

Father of our Nation A patriot among patriots

~ Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose ~ Mahatma Gandhi
Sketches by Satyajit Ray

Netaji in intimate conversation with Mahatma Gandhi inside a rail compartment, November 1937

Source : Netaji: A Pictoral Biography, Edited by Sisir Kumar Bose and Birendranath Sinha, Ananda Publishers, Kolkata, 1979, p. 55.
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Jayatu Netaji : Heritage News Reel

Sankar Mukherjee
Life Member, The Asiatic Society

Jayatu Netaji produced by Aurora Film Corpo- The second part of the news reel showed
ration was a Bengali screen news of our Great  the address of Subhas Chandra Bose in the
National Warrior Subhas Chandra Bose. year 1939 where he stated “If we want
The time duration of that screen complete independence in near

news was 8 minutes and 36 WWW future, then what would be
seconds. It had two separate i of-Fara e our duty? We must unite
small events. In the first ~ FACO HI2 SR AW FO5 anti-imperialists and pro-
part a large graceful pro-  JV? SEIMa T8y 302 MCXIE gy gressive forces. We must
cession on Kolkata Street  goufs sigreyam il ofeme xfe  Unite ourselves based on
W‘aS showr\ decorated TE e FeqqE 9 | TR eI the antl—l‘mperlallsts and
with full size statue of forfy progressive forces. If for
Subhas Chandra Bose < e® ST FHHT T 1 O once we are able to unite
and other memories of NSl T @2 7A@ [foRy AELFTE 4 these disparate forces,
Indian National Army. <% FaCe “IfF ©I2CA WINA  we will be able to create a

Many maleandfemalevol-  wifeq &« 9215 @incfgﬁq?m strong power base for this

unteers of LN.A. joined in that AT FACS AT | Nation.

long procession. Kolkata road In this screen news Netaji's
was crowded with cheerful view- vision was immortalised. Thus it is
ers. It was the birth celebration of Netaji required to be preserved as part of our

presided by Major General, Shah NawazKhan. National Heritage.
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1. Pandit Iswarchandra Vidyasagar by France Bhattacharya
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Extract from the Speech delivered
at the Annual Meeting of
The Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal
on 7th February, 1944

...I caommot but herve stress o chavacteristic featuwe
of owr activities. The merw who- have come to- our
Society fromv genevatiow to genevatiow have
belonged to-vawriousraces and schools of thought;,
some of whomv hawe had shouwp differences in
opiniow and, outlook amongst themselves, others
following occupations widely divergent v
chawacter; but when they coume into-the rooms of
the Society they left behind thew all extraneous
controversies and diffevences and were actuateds
by one comumon ideal and that was how best to-
stinudate the intellectual activity of the country
and to-glorify the sacred traditions of trutivand

CALCUTTA, SYAMA PRASAD MOOKERJEE
7th February, 1944 President
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